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One especially dangerous problem for boaters is the use of alcohol or 
drugs. Wise boaters will avoid the use of alcohol and drugs while oper
ating a vessel. That wisdom is backed by the law: Operation of a 
vessel while intoxicated is a major impediment to safety and is now a 
Federal offense punishable by hefty civil and criminal penalties. 

Boating safety is the responsibility of all who use America's water
ways. Let National Safe Boating Week be the start of a major cam
paign to educate boaters to "know before they go." 

To promote boating safety, the Congress enacted the Joint Resolution of 
June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 161), as amended, authorizing and requesting the 
President to proclaim annually the week commencing on the first 
Sunday in June as "National Safe Boating Week." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning June 5, 1988, 
as National Safe Boating Week. I invite the Governors of the States, 
Puerto Rico, the Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
and American Samoa, and the Mayor of the District of Columbia, to 
provide for the observance of this week. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5816 of May 9,1988 

National Maritime Day, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
National Maritime Day reminds us that the American merchant marine 
has always been essential to our national security and economic 
growth—and reminds us as well that the men and women of the mer
chant marine deserve our gratitude every day. The importance of the 
merchant marine to our national defense was never more clear than in 
World War II, when, at a cost of more than 6,000 lives and with the 
loss of 733 ships, the American merchant marine never faltered in de
livering cargo for our Armed Forces throughout the world. Earlier this 
year, these merchant seafarers received veteran status for their valiant 
service. 

Today, the merchant marine continues its roles in trade and defense— 
and the sailors of our commercial fleets continue to exhibit the patriot
ism and the many skills that have ever characterized them and their 
predecessors. It is truly fitting that we pause to salute these seafarers 
and all other Americans who support them and guard the lifelines of 
the sea that sustain us all. 

In recognition of the importance of the merchant marine, the Congress, 
by joint resolution approved May 20, 1933, has designated May 22 of 
each year as "National Maritime Day" and authorized and requested 
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the President to issue annually a proclamation calling for its appropri
ate observance. This date was chosen to commemorate the day in 1819 
when SS SAVANNAH left Savannah, Georgia, on the first transatlantic 
steamship voyage. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 22, 1988, as National Mari
time Day. I urge the people of the United States to observe this day by 
displaying the flag of the United States at their homes and other suita
ble places, and I request that all ships sailing under the American flag 
dress ship on that day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and twelfth. .̂ .^^ 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5817 of May 9,1988 

National Fishing Week, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
This year we again observe a period of special recognition for the 
place of fishing, both commercial and recreational, in American life. 
The lore of fishing is, of course, part of American tradition, from Huck 
Finn to Ernest Hemingway's Nick Adams. Today fishing continues to 
provide enjoyment for some 60 million American sport fishermen and 
women and to enhance our economy in many ways. 

Our natural resources offer us some of the world's most bountiful fish
ing. Commercial fishing supplies us with a tremendous amount of food 
and other products, and recreational fishing contributes some $25 bil
lion to our economy each year and employs some 600,000 people. Fish
ermen know firsthand the joys of fishing—it is an ideal family activity, 
for instance—and realize the need for careful stewardship of our sport 
and commercial fishery resources. The private sector works closely 
with government at the Federal, State, and local levels to fund fishery 
conservation restoration projects throughout the States and Territories. 

Fishing's countless additions to our economy, our way of life, and our 
attitude toward our natural resources are all excellent reasons for the 
American people to celebrate National Fishing Week in a spirit of ap
preciation for the hardworking members of the commercial and recre
ational fishing industries and of the place of fishing in our national his
tory and heritage. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 190, has designated the week 
of June 6 through June 12, 1988, as "National Fishing Week" and au
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in its ob
servance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the week of June 6 through June 
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